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The RCPCH is once again inviting applications for the Sir Peter Tizard Research Bursary from paediatricians wishing to undertake an epidemiological surveillance study through the British Paediatric Surveillance Unit. The successful applicant will receive upto £15,000 towards the costs of a surveillance study.


The purpose of the bursary: 

· To encourage paediatricians who are not research active to undertake a study of a rare disease or condition which affects children and which addresses a question of clinical or public health importance

· To enable paediatricians to further develop their research knowledge and skills through the training opportunity afforded by such a study.

· To add to the body of knowledge of rare childhood diseases and conditions.

· To promote the role of the BPSU in the surveillance of rare diseases affecting children

· To support the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health’s objective of building and strengthening research and research capacity in paediatrics.

 Who is eligible to apply for this bursary?


· Applicants must be members of the RCPCH

· Those who have not previously undertaken a BPSU study 

· Paediatricians with NHS contracts (PT or FT) who are  

 
a) Trust grade doctor /Associate Specialist staff grade equivalent     or 

b) Consultant grade (less than five years in post)

· Only one application may be submitted per year by each applicant

· Two candidates may submit an application together, but the Committee will consider both applicants’ criteria during the review process.

What are the selection criteria?

The purpose of the bursary award is to encourage paediatricians to develop skills and experience in epidemiological research.  Applications will be judged on: the scientific quality of the application, the justification for the study being carried out through BPSU, the quality of the candidate, and the likely benefits to the candidate in terms of developing their research knowledge and skills.  The clinical and public health importance of the research question posed is an important but not sole criterion.  

For what purposes may the bursary be used?

The total award available is £15,000.  The money is intended for the following purposes:

· Payment towards research and administrative support for the surveillance and data analysis phases of the study

· Postage, stationary and telephone expenses associated with the study

· Attendance of the bursary holder at appropriate training courses, for example, in research or statistical methods

· For attendance at appropriate conferences to present data

· In very exceptional cases as salary for the Bursary holder.

Which types of studies are eligible?

We will consider studies whose objectives meet the criteria for a surveillance study through the BPSU.  Further details about the type of studies that are appropriate can be found on the BPSU website (http://bpsu.inopsu.com/methodol.htm) or by contacting the BPSU scientific co-ordinator. 

Once the award has been made, the protocol proposed by the successful candidate will be assessed by the BPSU Executive Committee in the same way as any other BPSU application and will have to obtain REC and NIGB-ECC approval.  However the medical advisors and scientific co-ordinator will provide advice and support to the Bursary holder when preparing the study application.

Applicants should be aware that it could take 6 months or more for a study to be approved and to appear on the orange cards.  The condition will normally remain on the cards for a 13 month period following which several months will be required for data analysis and reporting. Most one-year studies therefore require two years to complete and write-up. The bursary will be paid, following approval of a financial statement, at the commencement of the study. 

Does the project need to be fully developed before applying for the Bursary?
It is recognised that the full protocol will need to be developed further through the usual BPSU mechanisms.  We expect that candidates will have identified an important research question related to a condition or disorder of relevance to the BPSU and will be able to demonstrate in their application that the study aims and methodology will allow that question to be answered within the context of a BPSU study.  The quality and relevance of the proposed study will be important criteria in selecting the successful application for the bursary as will be a willing and supportive supervisor.  
What are the duties and responsibilities of the successful candidate?

It is expected that the successful candidate will be responsible for the overall conduct and management of the study in collaboration with the BPSU and that the study will conform to the ethics and governance standards expected by the BPSU, being registered through a local R & D office and with appropriate ethics committee approval.  Hence candidates will be expected to commit time to secure the necessary permissions once the final protocol has been approved by the BPSU.  

The successful candidate will be responsible for 

· Responding to notifying paediatricians in a timely fashion 

· Ensuring that resources are available to achieve timely data collection
· Completing the study
· Producing a progress report for the BPSU Annual Report 
· Producing a final report for the BPSU Executive
· Producing a paper for a peer reviewed journal
· Contributing to BPSU scientific meetings
· Producing an annual financial statement of expenditure
When is the closing date for applications?

Friday June 3rd 2011
How do I apply?

For further details and an application form please visit the BPSU website at http://bpsu.inopsu.com/home/tizard_bursary.html or contact;

BPSU
5-11 Theobalds Road

London WC1X 8SH
Tel: 020 7092 6102
Fax: 020 7092 6001
Email: bpsu@rcpch.ac.uk

British Paediatric Surveillance Unit of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health
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